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the interview are when Abrams recounts his relationship with Mark Zuckerberg and the 
never-fully-explored thought of buying out Facebook shortly after its emergence. The 
article is a trove of possible quotations to fill out the final project.  

 
Friendster. 2015. “Friendster Is Taking a Break.” June 14, 2015. Accessed November 2, 2020. 

http://www.friendster.com/index.html.  
 

The current Friendster homepage announces that the site’s attempted shift to serve the 
gaming community has not gone as well as hoped and that the site is shut down effective 
June 14, 2015.  

 



 2 

Garcia, David, Pavlin Mavrodiev, and Frank Schweitzer. 2013. “Social Resilience in Online 
Communities: The Autopsy of Friendster.” In Proceedings of the First ACM Conference 
on Online Social Networks, 39–50. https://doi-
org.proxy1.library.jhu.edu/10.1145/2512938.2512946.  

 
In this later article from 2013, the authors compare Friendster to several other social-
media sites—Livejournal, Facebook, Orkut, and Myspace—to map trends in what causes 
social-media sites to decline. The authors propose a definition of resilience as a 
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This article from the early years of social networking, when Facebook was first entering 
the scene (though not mentioned in this article), documents the upheaval at Friendster as 
MySpace was gaining traction and users. As concerned investor Mark J. Pincus put it, “I 
think Friendster really missed their big opportunity.” The article offers a nice perspective 
on the business side of the first social network sites, how important it was to get there 
first and reap the rewards of network effects. It is also interesting to note that MySpace is 
unequivocally seen as the up-and-coming, innovative social media force, with over five 
times as many users as Friendster. 
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Doesn’t the title say it all? Social networking is such a new and insufficiently understood 
phenomenon that tech writers have to take time out to answer some preliminary 
questions. Row…  


